






ORDER OF CEREMONY 
~~~~~~~~~~~-<3>(><:>--~~~~~~~~~~~ 

TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY MEMORIAL CEREMONY 

In Honor of the Fallen 

Please remain standing, if you are able, during the Presentation of the Colors, 

the National Anthem, and the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Gentlemen, please remove your hats during these honors. 

~~~~~--<=>¢<::>--~~~~~ 

PRESENTATION OF THE COLORS 

NATIONAL ANTHEM 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

PRAYER OF REMEMBRANCE 

FEATURED MEMORIAL ADDRESS 

A PERSONAL REFLECTION 

ROLL CALL OF HONOR 

New York City Police Department (NYPD) 

Port Authority Police Department (PAPD) 

9/11-RELATED LINE-OF-DUTY DEATHS SINCE OuR LAST MEMORIAL 

CLUB MEMBERS Losr To 9 /11-RELATED ILLNESS 

PLAYING OF TAPS 

BENEDICTION 

AMAZING GRACE 

CLOSING REMARKS 

• • 
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A PERSONAL REFLECTION 
DENNIS CIRILLO 

Vice President 
NYPD 10-13 Club of Charlotte, NC 

• 
Twenty-five years have passed, yet for many of us, the memories of that day 
remain as sharp as if they were yesterday. 

I was already retired when September 11 happened, but like so many in this room, 
I knew the faces behind the names we honor today. 

Friends. 
Partners. 
Academy classmates. 
People who ran toward danger without hesitation ... 
. . . and whose courage still defines what it means to wear the shield. 

The emotions of that d ay were so overwhelming that I almost came out of retirement. 
I felt that pull- that instinct we all share--to go back. 
To help. 
To stand with our brothers and sisters. 
My wife, Rosemarie, was adamant that I stay retired. 
Looking back . .. her insistence may very well have saved my life. 

But even though I didn' t return to the job . .. 
. . . the job never left me. 
It never leaves any of us. 
We carry the stories. 
T h e faces. 
T he laughter. 
The losses. 

We lost brothers and sisters in blue. 
Their families lost blood relatives. 

We carry the weight of those who died that day ... 
. . . and of those who have continued to suffer and die from illnesses related 
to their service--long after the smoke cleared. 

T hat ... is why we gather. 
To remember. 
To honor. 
To say their names. 
To stand with their families. 
And to remind the world ... 
. . . that the passage of time does not erase sacrifice. 

We must never forget. 
And we will not. 

Thank you for being here today ... 
. . . to honor our fallen heroes. 
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May A lmighty God bless each of us as we depart 
f rom this place of remembrance .  May He grant abiding 
peace to the families and fr iends of those names we 
honored today, and to all  who continue to carr y 

their memory in grateful hearts .

May we leave this gather ing inspired by their courage , 
strengthened by our fel lowship ,  and renewed in our 

commitment to ser ve one another with honor, 
compassion , and integr ity.

May we always be willing to answer the call—whether 
spoken in words or heard only in the quiet needs of 

another—and may God grant us the strength ,  compassion , 
and faithfulness to never leave one of our own behind .

May the memor ies of those we have remembered today 
never fade from our hearts .  May their sacr if ice continue 

to remind us that freedom is never free ,  that ser v ice 
is  a sacred calling ,  and that the bonds we share 

are among God’s greatest g ifts .

Until  we gather again ,  may A lmighty God watch over 
us ,  guide our steps ,  strengthen our fel lowship ,  and keep 

alive within us the sacred duty to remember those 
whose sacr if ice we have honored today.
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